CHILD SAFETY & AWARENESS

KEEPING YOUR CHILD SAFE WHEN THEY ARE ON A
PLAY DATE

Every parent has heard the word play date and probably has had their child on one. The routine is
usually the same! Your child comes home from school and says my friend Sarah or John wants me
to come over tomorrow after school for a play date...Can I go? The parent’s next response goes
something like this...I’ll talk to or call Sarah or John’s Mom or Dad and see if it’s all right. My
question to you, the parent, is:

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE FAMILY AND THEIR HOME?

We want our children to First be safe and then have a great time. Here are a series of questions you
should know before your child participates in a play date.

1. Have you ever been to or in your child’s friend’s home? Do they have a swimming pool? Do
they live on the water? Are there steep stairs and/or safety railings? How well are they going
to be supervised? We have all heard of at least one horror story, probably more, of a child
drowning when left alone for a short period of time.

2. Are any members of the family in law enforcement where there may be firearms in the home?
If a child gets a hold of an unsecured gun, we all know accidents can happen!

3. Do they have any pets? Dogs, cats, parrots, snakes.... Oh my! Remember that any new
person coming into a home is a stranger to any pet and also consider this if your child has
allergies.

4. Older siblings — Do they have any and what are they like? Are their friends going to be over
also? A point to remember is a high percentage of child molestations are done by older
children, usually familiar to the victim.

We want our children to have a great time with their friends, but our responsibility is always to
make sure they will be safe. :

WOULD YOU LEND YOUR CAR TO A PERSON YOU DON’T REALLY KNOW
.-WHAT ABOUT YOUR CHILD? BETTER SAFE THAN SORRY.



